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] Royal Botanical Gardens | Hendrie Park
T%'wsg Oct 4 &5,2025 | 9:45 AM-5PM

FREE ENTRY WITH REGISTRATION



http://TellingTales.org
http://instagram.com/tellingtalesorg

Telling Tales takes place in Royal Botanical Gardens’ Hendrie Park,
where people have lived and told stories for thousands of years.

Itis the traditional territory of the Haudenosaunee, the Anishinaabe,

the Wendat, and the Neutral peoples. Today it is home to the
Mississaugas of the Credit First Nation, the Six Nations of the Grand River,
and to many other Indigenous people from across Turtle Island.

Land Acknowledgement

WHAT IS TELLING TALES?

Our mission is to deliver outstanding literary programming
for children and youth that raises awareness of the importance
of literacy in our communities.

Our vision is to inspire a love of reading, empower storytellings, and
provide exposure to diverse perspectives, in order to improve literacy,
critical thinking, and dialogue skills for all children and youth.
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AUTOGRAPH SCHEDULESy_\/

AGES 0-8 at A Different Drummer Books bg AsL
SAT OCT 4 SUNOCTS
10:30 AM | Lana Button & Eric Walters Aimee Reid
11:00 AM | Melanie Florence Willie Poll
Anna Humphrey Alina Tysoe
11:30 AM | Kid Haile Casey Lyall
12:00 PM | Willie Poll Leonarda Carranza
Lana Button
1:00 PM | TanyaTagaq Matthew Forsythe
2:00 PM | Danielle Chaperon Ashley Barron
2:15PM | AdamPottle £g Kari-Lynn Winters
Tiffani Brown
2:30 PM | OvilaFontaine Karen Krossing
3:00 PM | SandraLamouche Sandra Lamouche
3:15PM | Andrew Larsen
3:30 PM | Sonya Bell Danielle Chaperon
4:00 PM | Wendy]. Whittingham ThaoLam
4:15PM | Howie Shia Sunshine Quem Tenasco
4:30 PM | AnithaRao-Robinson Ovila Fontaine

AGES 9-13+ at Epic Books

SAT OCT 4
11:00 AM | Maria Marianayagam

SUNOCTS5
Matteo L. Cerilli

12:00 PM | Wesley King Wanda Taylor
Paul Coccia Coltrane Seesequasis
Farah Heron
Cale Plett

1:15 PM | Liselle Sambury Matt Beam

Sara de Waard Jen Ferguson

2:30 PM | Emily Deibert Brooklin Stormie
Hamilton Verse Creators (x4) Sarah Raughley

3:45PM | JenFerguson Stephanie Sinclair
CherylIsaacs

4:45PM | Mary Averling

5:00 PM | Victoria Evans

Adrienne Kress

Sid Sharp




SATURDAY, OCTOBER 4 | FESTIVAL SCHEDULE 3  #g ASL | / Workshop

TIME MAIN STAGE @ READ TOGETHER TENT YOUNG ADULT TENT (3] AROUND THE FESTIVAL
ALL AGES &g AGES 0-6 g AGES 13+ kg BN ALL AGES
10:00AM | FESTIVAL OPENING I
10:15 AM Live Music with Hamilton Lana Button & Eric Walters
Children’s Choir Esprimas One Can
Sing As You Are 10:15-10:30 AM
10:30AM | 10:00-104S AM Puppet Show with BPL @
10:45AM | Storytime with Melanie Florence ilogig-iosstshl
Hamilton Public Library (HPL) | Benjamin Grows a Garden PaniCawgielinternationaliSculptune
10:50-11:00 AM 10:45-11:00 AM Collection (DLISC) Tour N
10:30-11:00 AM %
11:00 AM Nature Discovery Walk
MA5AM | Live Music with Kid Haile ;’:fgho'?j‘;;,'é’g;‘,’\;l‘eree“
My Friend Christopher Sometimes | Eat with My Hands PANEL | INK-STAINED HEARTS : ’ e.
11:15 AM-12:00 PM 11:15-11:30 AM Paul Coccia 4
1:30 AM - Recommended Reading Arts For All presents (G)
- ESLE Farah Heron Kinderfest with Carousel
Mn:45AM Willie Poll e Meet Me on Love Street Players Drama Garden
Our Ancestors’ Kitchen Cale PI 1:30 AM-12:00 PM
11:45 AM-12:00 PM El[HEE: : :
Wavelength DLISC Tour 0
11:00 AM-12:00 PM 11:30 AM-12:00 PM M
12:00PM | FESTIVAL HEADLINER |
12:15 PM PANEL | FICTION AS FIRE:
Tanya Tagaq . CHALLENGING POWER
| Would Give You My Tail Ao Sy
Live Throat Singi[‘lg feat. R — A N A Mastery of Monsters
CP‘IarIm.:te Qamaniq I WOULD GIVE Sara de Waard
12:15-1:00 PM YOU MY TAIL — Defy
12:15-1:15PM
1:00 PM Storytime with HPL
— 1 110-1:20PM
115 PM
1:30 PM Adam Pottle B PANEL | BEYOND THE VERSE Puppet Show with BPL (F3)
The Majesty of Sign Languages: with Hamilton Verse! 1:30-1:55PM
Butterfly on the Wind = Book Reading featuring DLISC Tour e'
1:30-2:15PM . ] - creators from last year’s cohort 1:30-2:00PM U
1:45 PM %Bylte]‘[’l - Danielle Chaperon . ¢ 1:30-2:30PM Arts For All presents @
& Sonie Y Le mauvais coup e T Kinderfest with Carousel
" & indg = 1:45-2:00PM - Players Drama Garden
2:00 PM g S i . v 1:45-2:15PM
eq, Mulirvs
2:15PM Ovila Fontaine Nature Discovery Walk
ES« : X
Le premier arbre de Noél 7;& S, S)#OT \évggsgrélg%t&nereen e.
| storytime with HPL 259 2ElolEly i i
2:30PM 2:25-2:35 PM Puppet Show with BPL @
2:45PM Laura Jones Listen & Learn: Sandra Lamouche 2:30-2:55PM
Get to Know the Cello péyak little duck ¢ = DLISC Tour e'
with Hamilton Philharmonic 2:45-3:00PM | 2:30-3:00PM v
3:00PM gr:g_eggg PM o Arts For All presents e
T meon L . y . Kinderfest with Carousel
3:15PM Sonya Bell BOOK TALK with Plavers Drama Garden
You Need Pants 6‘ Jen Ferguson & Cheryl Issacs 3_0)6_3_30 PM
3:15-3:30PM é )( Legendary Frybread Drive-in ) )
3:30PM gﬁaéygn%gv;&h HPL 2:45-3:45PM Nature Discovery Walk
3:45PM S Wendy J. Whittingham > ith BurlingtonGreen
The Last Last : ’
3:45-4:00PM f
4:00PM Defining Movement Dance N/ @ { / { PANEL | DRAWN TO DARKNESS
. with Josh Taylor a q ¥ A / - Victoria Evans
4:15PM 4:00-4-45 PM ganrl’tgfs ;a;:-Robmson ‘ The History of Everything
N » ] ! e Adrienne Kress
- @00 il i Olh ol 3 Ghost Circus
4:30PM Y-, Sid Sharp
. 5 Bog Myrtle
4:45PM 4:00-5:00PM




SUNDAY, OCTOBER 5 | FESTIVAL SCHEDULE / Workshop

TIME MAIN STAGE @ READ TOGETHER TENT YOUNG ADULT TENT AROUND THE FESTIVAL
ALL AGES AGES 0-6 AGES 13+ ALL AGES
10:00AM | FESTIVAL OPENING
10:15 AM Body Movement Aimee Reid
with GoodBodyFeel Baby Animals Trying
10:00-10:45 AM 10:15-10:30 AM
10:30 AM Puppet Show with BPL @
10:45AM | Storytime with Willie Poll iloRloileBsiaal
Hamilton Public Library (HPL) | Our Ancestors’ Kitchen gz“:cat‘?gr:e( g‘:fég?f;_ﬁ:i' Sculptu.re
10:50-11:00 AM 10:45-11:00 AM 10:30 -11:00 AM .’
11:00 AM Nature Discovery Walk
1:15 AM Theatrical Storytelling: Casey Lyall ;’:'E)hoB_‘# Ié%g;?\;l'ereen
Adventure of the Vampire Jam Sandwich : : e.
| Little Rooster 1:15-1:30 AM v
11:30 AM 11:15 AM-12:00 PM Coltran 2 Arts For All presents e
. St Kinderfest with Carousel
. L da C AUTHOR TALK
45 AM Tz:r;-'ar‘irena:isi?i:)r;?az:ket J Vi with Coltrane Seesequasis Players Drama Garden
1:45 AM-12:00 PM A Wolf in the Sun: 1:30 AM-12:00PM
: ’ Secrets of Stone DLISC Tour (1Y
11:00 AM-12:00 PM 11:30 AM-12:00 PM b5
12:00PM | FESTIVAL HEADLINER -
12:15 PM Matthew Forsythe PANEL | REAL TALK:
Aggie and the Ghost YA STORIES THAT DON'T
12:15-1:00 PM LOOK AWAY
Matt Beam
Shoot the Moon
Jen Ferguson
Legendary Frybread Drive-in
12:15-1:15 PM
1:00 PM Storytime with HPL
115 PM 110-1:20 PM
1:30 PM Live Music ; / \ AUTHOR TALK Puppet Show with BPL @
with Songs’n’Tails ! : with Sarah Raughley 1:30-1:55PM
1:30-2:15PM o yY The Queen’s Spade DLISC Tour ..
1:30-2:30 PM 1:30-2:00 PM b
1:45PM Ashley Barron Arts For All presents e
Three City Kitties s : ¢ Kinderfest with Carousel
1:45-2:00PM MVTREET - L) Players Drama Garden
2:00 PM REMEMBERS A\ 1:45-2:15PM
2:15PM Storytime with HPL Karen Krossing Nature Discovery Walk
2:15-2:35 PM My Street Remembers with BurlingtonGreen ..
2:15-2:30PM 2:00-2:30PM L
2:30PM Puppet Show with BPL @
2:45PM Drag Storytime Sandra Lamouche > SIS ALY
with Hexe Noire péyak little duck = 4 5 DLISC Tour e 0
2:45-3:30PM 2:45-3:00PM s | e —— : 2:30-3:00PM v
— e 1 owlittle duq \ » NIR'S - :
3:00PM Q?»\ N 4/ | ﬁ"wR‘TER SONG' Arts For All presents e
3:15PM Danielle Chaperon A\ Y | : f WRITING WORKSHOP Kinderfest with Carousel
; // = ¢ ! Players Drama Garden
Le mauvais coup 1 ) 3 ] t - . with Hamilton Verse -00-3:
: 3:00-3:30PM
3:15-3:30PM N & y [~ o ¥ f Aseja Dava
3:30PM Storytime with HPL el - 2:45-3:45PM Nature Discovery Walk
3.45PM 3:40-3:50PM Thao Lam with BurlingtonGreen
Everybelly 3:30-4:00PM e.
3:45-4:00PM 4
4:00PM Kids’ Dance Party with PANEL | SPEAK YOUR TRUTH
. Hamilton Music Collective q n Anto Chan, Angelic Goldsky,
4I5PM | 4.00-4:45PM E;’"fe;‘;;‘;‘:'r';e de Nog] Lishai Peel, Eddie Lartey &
4.1553_4.30 PM Dennis Scherle
: : 4:00-5:00PM
4:30PM
4:45PM




music+food

This vibrant festival will engage visitors with multimedia art, live SHESERTEBLEY
performances, storytelling, and diverse music, celebrating the intersection
of art, culture, and transformation. Don't miss this unforgettable event! BMO G

SAVE THE DATE

NOVEMBER 13 - 23, 2025
www.aghfest.com

Indoor Playgrounds Inc. ™

* LARGEST INDOOR PLAY | « FULL ARCADE & REDEMPTION
STRUCTURE | < BIRTHDAY PARTIES

* VORTEX TUNNEL |  BUNGEE TRAMPOLINES

« EYEPLAY FLOOR | « PIXEL GAMING FLOOR
* JUMPLINGS | - TODDLER AREA FOR 3 & UNDER

8; -
U
e

specausekid fun B
(5 serio = \ 3250 HARVESTER ROAD, BURLINGTON ON
us busu‘ess' www.lilmonkeysplaygrounds.com

905-632-4200

Simple Cremation,
No Hidden Fees
$3,947.42

We Offer:

- Cremations

- Burials

- Celebrations of Life
- Graveside Services
- Pre-Planning

- Tribute Hall

Plus an affordable and beautiful
selection of Cremation Urns,
Jewellery and Pet Remembrances.

For More Details Please Inquire
100 King St E, Dundas, ON - CircleOfLifeCBC.com
22 Mill St S, Waterdown, ON - CircleOfLifeSC.com
905-628-8558

CREATIVITY PARTNERS

» Hamilton Public Library@ Join HPL
forinteractive STEAM (science, technology,
engineering, art, and math) fun! Explore
bubbles, buttons, and more. Don’t miss
Storytime with HPL—check the Festival
Schedule for Storytime with HPL
showtimes. AGES 0-6, 6-8

» The City of Hamilton Children’s and
Community Services Division, EarlyON
Child and Family Centres @ Explore
big ideas through big play! Children can
build with loose parts, play with sensory
materials, and enjoy infant-friendly
experiences designed to spark creativity,
movement, and discovery. AGES 0-6, 6-8

» Workers Arts & Heritage Centre @
Saturday Only | Create a felt pennant
banner celebrating community and identity.
Design, cut, and glue your own colourful
piece using guided materials. Plan for
30-45 minutes to complete your banner
and take it home once dry. AGES 6-8

» ArtGallery of Burlington @ Sunday Only
Draw your own graphic novel using ink,
brushes, and templates! Be inspired by
the gardens and your imagination as you
turn ideas into bold, illustrated stories.
Materials provided for one graphic novel per
participant. AGES 6-8

» Burlington Public Library @ Enjoy puppet
show fun with BPL’s talented troupe, then
get crafty making your own puppets with
the children’s programming staff. Puppet
shows run throughout the weekend—check
the Festival Schedule for Puppet Show with
BPL showtimes.

» BurlingtonGreen @ Drop into make
your own native wildflower seed balls
and learn how you can help protect and
nurture butterflies and other pollinators.
AGES 6-8, 9-12, 13+

» Nature Discovery Walk Q’ with Burlington
GreenJoin a 30 minute guided walk to
discover fascinating facts about nature
allaround us. Check the Festival Schedule
for tour times.

» Dundas Valley School of Art @ Sunday

Only | Join DVSA in the Creativity Zone for
art-making fun! Tell your story through
pictures and let your imagination guide you
in this hands-on workshop. AGES 6-8, 9-12

Imagine In The Park @ Try hands-on,
guided workshops led by professional local
artists. Explore different art forms and
create something special in a collaborative,
creative environment. AGES 6-8, 9-12

» Hamilton Music Collective @ Sunday

Only | Drop into the beat-making tent and
create music with real digital instruments.
Try your hand at electronic production with
guidance from music instructors. Up to four
people canjam together.

Dan Lawrie International Sculpture
Collection Tour eg Take a guided tour of
the Dan Lawrie International Sculpture
Collection at Hendrie Park with an RBG
volunteer. These captivating creations from
artists around the world weave tales that
harmonize with the lush surroundings—
check the Festival Schedule for tour times.

P Munsch Sensory Zone (&7 Step into the

playful and creative world of Robert Munsch,
in this sensory-friendly space, sponsored

by Scholastic Canada. Enjoy audiobook
storytelling, paper airplane crafts, and a
quiet reading nook—perfect for recharging
and imaginative play.

LIVE PERFORMANCES

» Arts For All presents Kinderfest

featuring Carousel Players (® Step into
Drama Garden, a playful theatre experience
for kids! Enjoy live performances and
interactive play with puppets, music, and a
junk xylophone. Explore creativity through
storytelling and imaginative sound—check
the Festival Schedule for showtimes.

Burlington Student Theatre | BST is
acommunity-based program for youth.
Joinin the fun with wandering literary
characters brought to life including:
Alice (in Wonderland), Captain Hook,
and many more!


http://aghfest.com
http://lilmonkeysplaygrounds.com
http://circleoflifecbc.com
http://circleoflifesc.com

LO-HOSTS

Hamilton
Public
. Library

Rotary

Clubs of Burlington
and Hamilton

t1s & 1l

Inside RBG Centre

MAJOR PARTNERS

Access [N (LYY G
—— Library FOUNDATION

© INSURANCE GROUP

tion!foundation

HWDSB \‘

I
Nexs/
Hwepse s/
Rotary snm,§v“;u E
Rotary Club.

of Hamilton AM

Dan Lawrie
International
Sculpture
Collection

\/‘//

MAP KEY

Performance Areas
@ Main Stage (All Ages)

B Read Together Tent (Ages O-6)
® Early Reader Tent (Ages 6-8)
® Preteen Tent (Ages 9-12)

G Young Adult Tent (Ages 13+)
G Creativity Zones
® Arts For All Kinderfest Theatre

Sponsor Hubs

n TD Bank Group
El Access Storage
Cogeco

n Corus Radio
(Y108, Energy 95.3)

Books, Books, Books!
Official Bookseller (Ages 0-8)
A Different Drummer Books

Official Bookseller (Ages 9-13+)
Epic Books

&2 Book Swap & Shop |
Echange et achat de livres

Tellin
Talesg

For all ages, because
great tales never grow old.

Fun Stuff
O Quieter Spaces
@ Exhibitor Grove

!9 Dan Lawrie International
Sculpture Collection Tour

!g Nature Discovery Walk
with BurlingtonGreen

Self-Guided StoryWalk:
feat. T is for Terry: An ABC
of Courage, by Denise Dias

o4 Autograph Tent
& Munsch Sensory Zone
é Active Zone: Bouncy Castles

Good to Know

3__ Accessible Path (No stairs,
some grassy areas)

9 Info Booth & Merch

#13 Washrooms
% Nursing Station

w8 Stroller Parking

& \Water Bottle Filling Station
fl Food Vendor

+ Picnic Tables

GOVERNMENT PARTNERS

CCCCCC ] Canada Council Conseil des arts
Blll'llngton fa ») for the Arts du Canada of Canada

¥ Hamilton  Ontario & %

T
Canadd  on

() s ONTARIO CULTURAL ATTRACTIONS FUND
LE FONDS POUR LES MANIFESTATIONS
CULTURELLES DE LONTARIO

Funded by the
Government

ONTARIO ARTS COUNCIL
CONSEIL DES ARTS DE L'ONTARIO

anon
un org



SEE AND DO

P Engage in inclusive multi-sensory
activities at Telling Tales Programming
Tents across the Festival (now with
bigger and more spacious tents for our
Early Readers and Preteens). These “yes
spaces” are designed to be engaging and
welcoming for the needs of Neurodivergent
children and their families.

» Each Programming Tent will also have
a designated Regulation Station for
children that prefer to be slightly removed
from amplified sounds and would like
to use Telling Tales’ collection of fidget
toys and colouring sheets.

P Check out your own Sensory Kit
asyou enter the Festival at our
Information Booth.

> 59 ASL interpreters will be on-site
atall Telling Tales Programming Tents
on Saturday, and interpreters will be
available to support guests arriving
at Registration.

P Need some quiet time? Head to one
of our @ Quieter Spaces identified on
the Festival Map.

P Need to get your wiggles out? Head to our
Bouncy Castles at the east side of the
park near many of our H Food Vendors.

P Enjoy live theatre around the park with the
Arts For All presentation of (& Kinderfest
theatre for young minds featuring
Carousel Players with Drama Garden
(11:30am-12:00pm, 1:45-2:15pm, and
3:00-3:30pm) and Burlington Student
Theatre wandering Literary Characters.

P> Visit the (7 Munsch Sensory Zone,
and discover the world of Robert Munsch’s
beloved stories and newest release,
The Perfect Paper Airplane in a sensory
friendly space with audiobooks,
areading nook and a Paper Airplane
Creation Station.

P Join all of our authors directly
following their presentations at
oneof our, J/Autograph Tents.

P> Join our Scavenger Hunt-pick up a card
at the info booth and win a book from
Scholastic Canada.

P> Come check out the great selection of
lightly used English and French books to
swap with or buy at the & Book Swap
& Shop | Echange et achat de livres
presented in partnership with Centre
francophone Hamilton.

P Visit ﬂ Exhibitor Grove for activities
and information from community groups,
authors, book lovers, and more. See page
11 for Exhibitor Listings.

> Head to one of our (§) Creativity Zones
to enjoy multi-arts activities presented by
local arts organizations.

P> Join one of our walking tours at the
festival entrance supported by Dan
Lawrie International Sculpture Garden
and Lawrie Insurance including our
Dan Lawrie Internat10nal Sculpture
Collection Tour .I led by RBG volunteers
and Nature Dlscovery Walk ‘I with
BurlingtonGreen.

»> Visit the major partners of the 17" annual
Telling Tales Festival for fun activities
and giveaways from [l TD Bank Group,
Cogeco, E Access Storage, and

B Corus Radio.
SR

P> Fill out our online survey

towin great prizes! (

Telling Tales

EXHIBITOR GROVE LISTINGS i

Small Businesses/Artisans
FIDGEY PIDGEY

Hamilton Studio School
Tamara’s Teaspoons
Supreme Cheerleading

Nonprofits
The Canadian Children’s
Book Centre (CCBC)

Centre for Diverse Learners
Focus on Nature

Goldfish Swim School
Silent Voice

Soapbox Science Hamilton

What fun!

Authors
Blooming Petals

Dear Mommy
Mari Pili Rey

Mary Catherine Rolston
aka Fairy Dazzle

Paige Adkins
Star Ship Press

Storyay — Sara Furlong &
Keith Grachow

Suzie Sunshine & Little Light Books
Timothy’s Lessons

Windy Acres Workshop &
The Hat Monster

and more!



http://tellingtales.org

